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could be spared. This reluctance caused Perry to
send a spirited protest in which he said: "The
men that came by Mr. Champlin are a motley set,
blacks, soldiers, and boys. I cannot think you saw
them after they were selected."

As the superior officer, Chauncey resented the
criticism and replied with this warning reproof:
"As you have assured the Secretary that you
should conceive yourself equal or superior to the
enemy, with a force of men so much less than I had
deemed necessary, there will be a great deal ex-
pected from you by your country, and I trust they
will not be disappointed in the high expectations
formed of your gallantry and judgment."

The quick temper of Perry flared at this. He
was about to sail in search of the British fleet with
what men he had because he was unable to obtain
more, and he had rightly looked to Chauncey to
supply the deficiency. Impulsively he asked to be
relieved of his command and gave expression to his
sense of grievance in a letter to the Secretary of the
Navy in which he said, among other things: "I
cannot serve under an officer who has been so to-
tally regardless of my feelings. . ; . The critical
state of General Harrison was such that I took upon
myself the responsibility of going out with the few